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UNCLAS PARIS 15089 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRDFR 

SUBJECT: TEXTILES: INCREASING FRENCH PARLIAMENTARY 
INTEREST IN TRADE POLICY 

1 . A PINK BIKINI FROM SEOUL IN THE HAND OF RPR 

DEPUTY JACQUES LIMOUZY WHILE SPEAKING FROM THE ROSTRUM 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY LAST WEEK DRAMATIZED 
INCREASING PARLIAMENTARY INTEREST IN TRADE POLICY. 

THE ASSEMBLY HAS SET UP A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO STUDY 
IMPORTS OF TEXTILES OVER THE NEXT FOUR MONTHS. 

CONCERN OVER INCREASING IMPORTS OP TEXTILES, MOSTLY 
OF FAR EASTERN ORIGIN, HAS BEEN GROWING AND WIDELY 
PUBLICIZED IN NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES. THERE ARE 
ALSO COMPLAINTS ABOUT BEHAVIOR OF FRANCE’S EC PARTNERS 
WHO ARE ACCUSED OF IMPORTING FROM KOREA OR HONG KONG 
AND THEN SEWING IN "MADE IN" NETHERLANDS OR GERMANY 
OR EVEN FRANCE AND THEN RE-EXPORTING TO OTHER MARKETS 
WITHIN THE EC. MOST COMPLAINTS AVER THAT THE MULTI- 
FIBRE AGREEMENT IS NOT BEING ENFORCED IN THE 
COMMUNITY. JOURNALISTIC ACCOUNTS DISCLAIM ANY DESIRE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FOR PROTECTIONIST MEASURES. SOCIALIST EXPERTS ARE 
REPORTED AS FAVORING A SHIFT IN FRENCH PRODUCTION 
TOWARD MORE SOPHISTICATED, HIGHER VALUE ITEMS AS A 
COLUTION. 

2. COMMENT: FRENCH TRADE MINISTER ROSSI HAS SOUGHT 
TO INTEREST THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN TRADE POLICY. 
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PARLIAMENTARIANS ARE ALSO FEELING THE NEED TO BE MORE 
ACTIVE IN PROTECTING JOBS AS THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN 
HEATS UP. THEREFORE PARLIAMENTARY INTEREST IS NOT 
LIKELY TO BE CONFINED TO TEXTILES. CREATION OF THE 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON TEXTILES WILL SURELY COMPLICATE 
TASK OF EC IN REACHING CONSENSUS ON RENEWAL OF 
MULTIFIBRE AGREEMENT AND WE CAN EXPECT GOF OFFICIALS 
TO MAKE MORE FREQUENT USE OF ARGUMENTS RELATING TO 
PARLIAMENTARY PRESSURES, ARGUMENTS FAMILIAR IN THE 
AMERICAN CONTEXT. 

GAMMON 
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